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Background 



Lund declaration 2009 

 

Europe must focus on the grand 
challenges of our time 
 
 

- moving beyond rigid thematic approaches,  
- alignment,  
- transparency and trust,  
- involve stakeholders 

 

 

 



Lund declaration 2015 

 

Europe must speed up solutions to tackle grand 
challenges through research, alignment and impact  
 
 

- commitment,  
- connect with rest of the world,  
- involvement of private and public sector ensures 
impact 

 



The urban world and the sustainability challenge 

 

 

For urban 
leaders, low-
carbon 
strategies are as 
much about 
building 
healthier, more 
liveable and 
more productive 
cities as about 
reducing GHG 
emissions 

 



Is Norway an urban country? 

 
80% of population in cities and urban areas 

 

 

Ministry of Local Government and Modernisation 

- Municipality reform 
- White paper on sustainable cities and strong 
districts expected spring 2017 
 

 

 

 





So what does the Research Council do? 



Idelab call 2015 – Cities that work 

 

Radical new solutions to societal challenges 
 

The individuals are the key actors 
 

Cooperation with mentors 

 

Projects created through five intense days 

 





Four new Idelab projects 2016- 

Hidden structures: Transcending the society/biology 
divide in urban transformations 

 

Hug the street – trees as change agents  

 

Learning flexibility: Knowledge transfer and the 
global south 

 

3C // Co-Constructing city futures 

 

IDELAB website 

 

http://www.forskningsradet.no/prognett-lab/Nyheter/Her_er_de_fire_prosjektene_som_fikk_finansiering_fra_Idelab/1254015620502&lang=no
http://www.forskningsradet.no/prognett-lab/Nyheter/Her_er_de_fire_prosjektene_som_fikk_finansiering_fra_Idelab/1254015620502&lang=no


BYFORSK call  
– deadline 23. November 2016 

 
 

 
71 mill. NOK to research and innovation projects  
 
Cities as arenas for promoting the transition to a 
sustainable society 

 
Interdisciplinary and integrated approach 
 
We challenge a variety of different actors to join 
forces to develop new knowledge! 
 
BYFORSK call 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

http://www.forskningsradet.no/servlet/Satellite?c=MidlerParent&cid=1254017640556&pagename=ForskningsradetNorsk/Hovedsidemal


BYFORSK call  

 

The social city 
culture, values, diversity 

inclusion, quality of life, public health 
power, governance, planning, instruments 

security, preparedness, safety 

The economic city 
industry, trade, production 

circular economy, sharing economy, bioeconomy 
entrepreneurship, creativity, technology 

infrastructure, ICT 

The environmental city 
land area, transport, mobility 

land use, housing development,  physical urban development 
climate, nature, pollution, energy  

blue-green structure 

Social, economic and 
environmental 
sustainability 

Cities as arenas for promoting the transition to a sustainable society 



Norway in Joint programming initiative Urban 
Europe 

 
Member since 2011  

 

Strong Nordic cooperation 
 

Part in 4 of 5 joint calls until now 

 

Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda  
in line with national priorities 

 
 

http://jpi-urbaneurope.eu/


Project examples - energy 



Project examples  - ENERGIX 

Smart Mobility Suburbs (UiO) 
 

Planning Instruments for Smart Energy Communities (NTNU) 

 
Efficient interaction between energy demand, surplus heat/cool and 
thermal storage in building complexes (SINTEF) 

 
Transforming household mobility practices through shared 
consumption: Low-carbon transport and sustainable energy 
solutions in urban areas (TØI) 

 
Power from the People? Driving forces and hindrances (CICERO) 

 
Electricity Usage in Smart Village Skarpnes (Agder Energi nett) 

 

ENERGIX  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.forskningsradet.no/prognett-energix/Forside/1253980140037


Project examples – other programmes 

YOUrban: SOCIAL MEDIA & PERFORMATIVITY IN 
URBAN ENVIRONMENTS (IKTPLUSS - AHO) 

 

Social Responsible Crowdsourcing for Environmental 
Research and Decision-Making (SAMANSVAR - NILU) 

 

Experimental Urban Ecosystems Accounting - 
improving the decision-support relevance for 
municipal planning and policy (MILJØFORSK - NINA) 

 

 

 



Present situation –  
future opportunities and ambitions 



Need for a more holistic approach 
- from projects to portfolio 
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More integrated research  
for cities of the future  



Ambitions for BYFORSK  
– opportunities for you 

 
BYFORSK 
Please respond to the call for proposals!  
– deadline 23.11 
Research Council learning from and building upon the 
experiences  
– the ambition is to continue 
Working towards a better knowledge base  
– a strategic platform 
 
In 2017 
- Follow the calls of ENERGIX, DEMOS, IKTPLUSS, 
KLIMAFORSK, MILJØFORSK, TRANSPORT2025, BIA, etc.    
- The BYFORSK website 
 
 

http://www.forskningsradet.no/no/Utlysning/BYFORSK/1254017542599/p1173268235938?progId=1254017640556&visAktive=true
http://www.forskningsradet.no/no/Utlysning/BYFORSK/1254017542599/p1173268235938?progId=1254017640556&visAktive=true
http://www.forskningsradet.no/no/Utlysning/BYFORSK/1254017542599/p1173268235938?progId=1254017640556&visAktive=true
http://www.forskningsradet.no/no/Utlysning/BYFORSK/1254017542599/p1173268235938?progId=1254017640556&visAktive=true
http://www.forskningsradet.no/no/Utlysning/BYFORSK/1254017542599/p1173268235938?progId=1254017640556&visAktive=true
http://www.forskningsradet.no/no/Utlysning/BYFORSK/1254017542599/p1173268235938?progId=1254017640556&visAktive=true
http://www.forskningsradet.no/no/Utlysning/BYFORSK/1254017542599/p1173268235938?progId=1254017640556&visAktive=true
http://www.forskningsradet.no/no/Utlysning/BYFORSK/1254017542599/p1173268235938?progId=1254017640556&visAktive=true
http://www.forskningsradet.no/no/Utlysning/BYFORSK/1254017542599/p1173268235938?progId=1254017640556&visAktive=true
http://www.forskningsradet.no/no/Utlysning/BYFORSK/1254017542599/p1173268235938?progId=1254017640556&visAktive=true
http://www.forskningsradet.no/no/Utlysning/BYFORSK/1254017542599/p1173268235938?progId=1254017640556&visAktive=true
http://www.forskningsradet.no/no/Utlysning/BYFORSK/1254017542599/p1173268235938?progId=1254017640556&visAktive=true
http://www.forskningsradet.no/prognett-byforsk/Forside/1254015296214


THANK YOU 

 
 
 
jen@rcn.no 
40203416 

 
 
 
Websites:  
Research Council 
Find Calls for Proposals   
BYFORSK website 
RCN JPI UE website 
RCN project database 

      
Photos page 2, 5, 18, 21 (this page): Sverre Chr. Jarild 
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